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veterans! Despite the actions of Congress last 
year, the Disabled Veterans Tax is alive and 
well. 

Our Democratic Leader, NANCY PELOSI, re-
cently stated: ‘‘On the battlefield, our soldiers 
pledge to leave no one behind. As a Nation, 
let it be our pledge that when they return 
home, we will leave no veteran behind. The 
Disabled Veterans Tax breaks that promise.’’ 

Some of the veterans left behind include: 
A veteran of the Kuwait theater who had a 

below-the-knee amputation after being hit by a 
drunk driver while jogging near the Pentagon 
to maintain physical fitness. 

A retiree who cannot work on a family farm 
because of pain, numbness and osteoarthritis 
of both feet due to exposure to cold during 
noncombatant military service. 

A veteran who lost an eye when an air hose 
accidentally detached from an airplane being 
worked on and who cannot work as an airline 
pilot. 

A female retiree who has weekly panic at-
tacks and chronic sleep disturbances as the 
result of a sexual assault which occurred while 
on active duty. 

My friends and colleagues, Congress did 
just okay by taking the first steps towards 
eliminating the Disabled Veterans Tax—I 
would give us a grade of C¥, but we did not 
do A work. 

During my years in Congress, I cannot re-
call more than or two other issues on which I 
have received so many letters, e-mails and 
phone calls. Our veterans have been telling us 
that this is an important issue to them. They 
deserve that we do A work. 

I understand that there are costs to concur-
rent receipt. But I also understand that the 
now-disabled veterans did not hesitate when 
called to duty. Many have returned home with 
disabilities they have had to lived with ever 
since. How can we doubt the imperative that 
we keep our promise and give them what they 
deserve? They earned their military retired 
pay. They deserve their VA disability com-
pensation. 

We cannot make them wait any longer for 
justice to prevail! 
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the contributions of Belinda Ellis, Tom 
Green Elementary School Teacher of the 
Year. 

Belinda’s greatest influence is her mother, 
who taught her that things in life don’t just 
happen—if you want something, you need to 
set a goal and work towards that goal a little 
at a time. This advice led Belinda to become 
the first in her family to graduate high school, 
and later college at Southwest Texas. 

Mrs. Ellis has pledged over 18 years to 
teaching, and currently teaches math and 
science. She believes that having the support 
and involvement of a child’s parent is the key 
to her success. During her time at Tom Green 
Elementary, Belinda has raised close to 

$3,000 to buy new flags, outdoor benches, 
and trashcans for her school. 

This past year has been extremely hard for 
Belinda, who has remained strong, positive, 
and determined to continue working as normal 
despite her ongoing battle with cancer. Belin-
da hopes her enthusiasm for teaching and 
sponsoring extra-curricular activities touches 
each of her students. 

I am honored to acknowledge Belinda Ellis, 
Tom Green Elementary School Teacher of the 
Year. Her passion and dedication are cher-
ished by all in her community. 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and remembrance of Mr. Miguel 
Contreras, devoted husband and father; a 
dedicated labor leader whose exemplary work 
touched the lives of many Californians. 

Mr. Contreras was born and raised in 
Dinuba, California. The son of migrant farm- 
workers, Mr. Contreras went to work beside 
his parents and five brothers in the agricultural 
fields of California’s Central Valley at only five 
years of age. 

As a young man Mr. Contreras worked with 
the United Farm Workers of America. It was 
here that he found his true calling by learning 
from Cesar Chavez the meaning of dignity and 
self-worth. Mr. Chavez saw the potential of Mr. 
Contreras and appointed him a staff member 
of the United Farm Workers. It was here that 
Mr. Contreras learned the importance of 
speaking up and standing up for oneself. 

With this strong foundation Mr. Contreras 
fought tirelessly for the rights of immigrants. 
He was an inspiration to many, bringing a spe-
cial pride to Latino workers throughout Cali-
fornia. 

In 1993 Mr. Contreras began his work for 
the Los Angeles County Federation of Labor, 
AFL–CIO as Political Director. In 1996 he be-
came Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Federation, devotedly serving 345 unions with 
a collective 800,000 members. He held this 
position until his unexpected death on May 6, 
2005. He will be missed greatly. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and remembrance of Mr. Contreras. 
I offer my deepest condolences to his mother 
Esther Contreras; his wife, Maria Elena 
Durazo; his two sons, Mario Salazar and Mi-
chael Contreras, and his five brothers Alex, 
Antonio, David, Juan and Pablo Contreras. 
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Metroport Meals on Wheels as they cel-
ebrate 25 years of service to numerous com-
munities within the 26th District of Texas. The 
Metroport Meals on Wheels program grew out 

of the passion of one individual, Kelly Bradley, 
who saw the need to aid her neighbors. It was 
her dedication to others and the generosity of 
the First United Methodist Church of Roanoke 
which fostered this program and allowed it to 
grow into its current state; bringing dignity and 
respect to seniors in over 19 cities in the 
North Texas region. 

The invaluable support and outreach that 
Metroport Meals on Wheels provides to these 
Texas communities is an integral connection 
for those who wish to stay independent. Last 
year alone this grassroots organization served 
over 54,000 meals without the aid of State or 
Federal funding. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to offer my utmost 
thanks and congratulations to Metroport Meals 
on Wheels for their 25 years of service to my 
fellow Texans and those most in need of their 
support and their humble respect. The gen-
erosity of Ms. Bradley and the other volun-
teers at Metroport is truly making a difference 
in the lives of those they serve. 
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A SMARTER APPROACH TO THE 
BORDER 
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Monday, May 16, 2005 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, as California’s 
Border Congressman, I rise today to deliver a 
simple yet important message to this Con-
gress about how we handle affairs on our na-
tion’s southern border. 

To my fellow Members of Congress, I im-
plore you: Don’t block clinics that want to help 
Mexican children with severe medical needs. 
Don’t block border schools from hosting their 
Mexican neighbors. And don’t block our tour-
ism industry from welcoming Mexican field 
trips. Instead, join me in supporting the VISA 
Act! 

Prior to September 11, 2001, the Valley Or-
thopedic Clinic in Calexico, California treated 
low-income Mexican children who suffered 
from cleft palates or other maladies. In fact, 
over forty years, they treated 125,000 children! 
The Port Directors at the border selectively 
issued humanitarian visa waivers so that these 
children could briefly visit the United States 
without paying for an unaffordable $100 visa. 

Since September 11, Port Directors have 
ceased issuing these visa waivers. As a result, 
children have been blocked from receiving 
specialized medical attention, participating in 
educational exchanges between border 
schools and taking field trips to tourist sites in 
border states. 

That’s why I have re-introduced the Visitors 
Interested in Strengthening America (VISA) 
Act (H.R. 2367). The bill gives Port Directors 
the discretion to issue humanitarian visa waiv-
ers to Mexican children making brief, pre- 
scheduled visits to the U.S. for medical, edu-
cational or recreational purposes. 

In addition to clearing the way for American 
doctors who wish to provide specialized care 
to Mexican children, this bill would boost the 
economy in the border region and strengthen 
cultural and political understanding with Mex-
ico. 

The bill is identical to legislation that the 
Border Trade Alliance, National Council of La 
Raza, former U.S. Ambassador to Mexico Jef-
frey Davidow and others supported in the 
108th Congress. 
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